CHAPTER XIII
AT that time there was very good society at Tours, and much amusement going on; but although I received many invitations I accepted none. The task of attending to the oversight of a great number of men and horses fortunately kept me well occupied; otherwise the isolation in which I lived would have been unendurable. The horses belonging to the commander-in-chief and to the officers of his staff were more than eighty in number, and all were at my disposal. I took two or three of them every day and made long excursions in the neighbourhood of Tours. These, solitary as they were, had a great charm for me, and afforded me a tranquil distraction.
Meanwhile the First Consul had changed his arrangements with regard to the Army of Portugal. He entrusted the command of it to his brother-in-law, General Leclerc,1 and retained Bernadotte with the Army of the West. Consequently when my brother and the other aides-de-camp had rejoined the staff at Tours they received orders almost directly to return to Brittany and remove to Brest, whither the general was about to proceed. It is a long journey, especially when one travels by fixed marches ; but it was the fine time of year, we were young, and there were plenty of us, so the way was merry enough. Being unable to ride, owing to an injury which I had accidentally received in the hip, I went in one of the general's carriages. Him we found at Brest.
In the harbour of Brest were not only a great number of
French   vessels, but also a Spanish fleet, commanded   by
Admiral Gravina.    He was killed afterwards at  Trafalgar,
where the combined fleets of France and Spain fought that
1 Married to Pauline Bonaparte.    See below, p. 113.le enjoying themselves in the capital. This was a foretaste of the annoyances which the position of supernumerary aide-de-camp caused me. Thus ended the year 1800, during which I had undergone so much pain both of mind and body. of the regular aides-de-camp; finally, Maurin, brother of the other two, who became colonel, and I were the supernumeraries.     Thus  of eleven, aides-de-camp  attached to the staff of Bernadotte:, two reached the rank of marshal, three that of lieutenant-general, four major-general, and one died on the field of battle.hed that town they were free to take part again in hostilities.
